Date
Name 
Address

City/ State

Phone Number

E-mail Address

Dear Senator/ Representative ________________,
I am a parent, family member, legal guardian, representative of a person with an autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and this is my story. (Include the following)

1. Describe the person you care for.

2. Describe what their typical day is like day.

3. Tell them what challenging behavior or other issues you face each day.

4. Tell them what you have gone through or are going through to get services for your loved one. 

There is legislation being submitted to address the needs of people with autism spectrum disorders. This legislation will request the development of programs and funding to address the needs of 1 out of 150 children who are diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder.   We ask that you support the following bills:

HB 1905 – This will require the Dept of Aging and Disability Services (DADS) to study the cost/benefit of establishing a pilot program to develop services for adults with autism. It will study the benefits of receiving services including employment, home-based care, living arrangements, medical care and behavioral counseling. We hope that the term “behavioral counseling” can be changed to “applied behavior analytic (ABA) services” since the archival literature clearly indicates that ABA therapies are the most effective.
HB 451 – This will extend the health care insurance mandate to cover services for children with ASD from the current ages 3-5 to proposed ages 2 through 17.
SB 100 – This will require TEA to develop and make available professional development institutes for teachers and paraprofessionals relating to research-based instructional services for students with disabilities, including Autism Spectrum Disorders.
SB 1217 – This will require that “to the extent appropriated money is available for the purpose” the Dept of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services (DARS) will provide services to children with ASD ages 3-8 to enhance communication, social, and independent living skills.  The services must include applied behavior analysis.
